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PROFILE BY 
REGION, GENDER AND AGE 
Inclusive Definition of
Francophone (IDF)

Persons whose mother tongue 
is French

Persons who have a good 
understanding of French and 
who use French at home

Overview of the definition used by 
the Ontario Government

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021

+5%

–O.1%
Demographic 

weighting

Number of 
Francophones 

Francophones 
652,540

4.6%
of the total 
population

Change compared
to 2016

Number of Francophones

Proportion of Francophones compared 
to the total population of Ontario

Number of Francophones
Total population
Percentage of Francophones based on total population
Regional distribution of the Francophone population

NORTHEAST

118,520
557,220
21.3%
18.2%

46.8% 53.2%

Geographic distribution

EAST

290,665
1,892,330
15.4%
44.5%

CENTRAL

201,050
9,852,430
2.0%
30.8%

SOUTHWEST

35,675
1,689,660
2.1%
5.5%

NORTHWEST

6,630
232,295
2.9%
1.0%

Distribution by gender
As a percentage of the Francophone 
population 

Change compared to 2016
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Distribution by age
Percentage of Francophones by age group

Median Age

The Francophone population 
is older than the overall 
Ontario population.

PROFILE BY 
BELONGING TO AN ETHNOCULTURAL COMMUNITY, 
PLACE OF BIRTH AND MOBILITY 

52.5%40.9%4.6%
1.9%

0.2%

+31%

+4.3%

129,480
persons

Relative proportion 
compared to 
Francophone 
population 

Black
Arab
South Asian
Other

Central  67,955 
East 52,910
Southwest 5,960 

Northeast 2,445 

Northwest 205

Geographic distributionEthnocultural 
origins

22%

12%

15%

51%Change compared 
to 2016

Change from 201620.3%
Place of birth of Francophones

Ontario

Quebec
Other provinces 
or territories

Outside Canada

Africa 41%
Europe 24%
Asia 19%
Central and South America    16%

In the last decade, Africa 
has overtaken Europe as the 
main continent of origin of 
the Francophone immigrant 
population. 59% 18%4%

59%
18%

4%
19%

14%

40%
46%

Mobility

Outside Canada 

Quebec  

Other provinces

Europe
22%

Africa
45%

Asia
18%Americas

15%

Between 2016 and 2021,
56,105 Francophones 
settled in Ontario. 

These Francophones came 
from the following regions: 7,825

22,340

25,940

PROFILE BY 
USE OF FRENCH AT HOME AND AT WORK 

Exogamous families
Families where only one 
parent is Francophone

Endogamous families
Families where both 
parents are Francophone

Endogamous
families

Single parent
families

Exogamous
families

FrFr Fr Fr

87.9% 46.1% 37%

Change by region
from 2016

-1.7% -1.1%
+2.6%

+1.9%
+0.6%

Francophone families with children
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33% 42.2%

57.8%

22.1%

77.9%

16.5%

83.5%

40.5%

59.5%

13.2%

86.8%67%

+2.5%
Exogamous families Endogamous families

Increase in the 
proportion of 
endogamous 
Francophone 
families from 2016

Language spoken at work by Francophones
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30.3%

= 33.6%

= 59.2%
= 72.6%

= 55.8%

= 35.6%

= 28.2%

40.8%

17%

16.6%

32.5%

18.4%

25.5%
31.8%

18.6%

11.6%

26.7%

15.2%

ONTARIO

More than half of  
Francophones use French 
regularly or most often at work.

Use of French at work varies 
greatly from one region to 
another. 

PROFILE BY 
EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION
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40%
No certificate, 

diploma or degree
High school or 

equivalent
Apprenticeship or 

trade school
College, CEGEP or other 

non-university institution
University

Francophones Total population

7.4% 8.9%

21.6% 23.9%

6.5% 5.2%

27.7% 24.2%

36.8% 37.8%

OccupationsAreas of study 

Francophones with a 
university degree

Total population
Personal protective

 services and
 transportation

Social and behavioural
sciences and law

Agriculture, natural
 ressources and

 conservation

Visual arts and inter-
pretation, and communi-

cations technologies

Mathematics,
 computer and

 information sciences

Health and
 related fields

Physical and
 life sciences and

 technologies

Architecture,
 engineering and

 related trades

Humanities

Business,
 management and

 public administration

Education

0.5%
0.5%

Occupational sectors preferred by 
Francophones 15 and over

1.2%
1.6%

2.5%
3.1%

4.5%
6.4%

10.4%

10.6%

12.6%

20.7%

21.0%
18.6%

20.8%

8.0%

9.4%

11.4%

6.6%
7.6%

9.2%
12.6%

Trades, transport, 
machinery and 
related fields

Sales and services

Other
18.6%

23.8%

26.7%

15.6%

Natural and 
applied sciences 
and related fields

12.1%
Education, law, social, 

community and 
government services

24.1%19.7%

4.1%13%

12.9%
Business, finance 

and administration

26.7% 2.7%

PROFILE BY 
LABOUR MARKET AND INCOME

Francophones

Total population

Participation rate Unemployment rate

61%

62.8%

64.7% 57.8%

67.1% 58.7%

9.8% 10.4%

12.2%

9.2%

13.4%11.2%

Median
employment income

Average
employment income

Total population 
Francophones

$52,600$38,000
$45,200 $56,100

By age

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 +

$10,100
$16,340

$48,400$51,400
$66,000

$72,700
$81,400

$49,600
$61,000

$3,760
$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$23,400

$68,500

NORTHEAST
$40,800
$49,240

EAST
$48,000
$56,050

CENTRAL
$45,600
$62,400

SOUTHWEST
$32,000
$44,080

NORTHWEST
$44,000
$51,900

Francophones

Total population

23.4%

15.1%
10.1%

13.1%
8.0%
7.7%

7.2%
7.3%

9.8%
21.8%

$100,000 and up

$80,000 - $99,999

$60,000 - $79,999

$50,000 - $59,999

$40,000 - $49,999

$30,000 - $39,999

$20,000 - $29,999

$10,000 - $19,999

< $10 000
(includes losses)

12.9%

8.2%

11.5%

7.5%

8.2%

8.3%

8.5%

11.4%

By gender

$43,600

$60,500

$32,800

$44,200

Francophones

Francophones

Total population

Total population

$50,800 $40,800

$63,150 $49,320

$ $

Employment income Government transfer 
payments

Investment incomePension and other 
income

Data sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Population 2016 and 2021
Definitions used by Statistics Canada: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/index-eng.cfm

Francophones: 54.2%
Francophones: 30% Francophones: 2.3%Francophones: 13.5%Total population: 53.8%
Total population: 33.2% Total population: 9.9% Total population: 3.1%

(Including USA)




